Packages

Exe size with and without – showing the primary tangible effect

Description – modular, reusable files, with no semantic impact on the application

Design-time packages, run-time packages, Borland-supplied packages

Control

Design-time package list (default & per-project)

Run-time package list (default & per-project)

Note about BCB 4 project options

Example – PkgTest.Bpr & TestPkg.Bpk (Packages.Bpg)

Put data module in a package – note exe difference

Use GetModuleFileName to prove the point

Use module window to prove the point

Comments about package size & smart linking, & automated package linking

Files generated, comments about files to deploy

Interacting With The IDE

A design-time package need not contain components

A design-time package becomes one with the IDE

A design-time package can access the contents of the IDE

Modified Resource Explorer – ref. Delphi Clinic 27 & 30 – IDE\ResXplor.Exe

Example – IDE\EditorHack3.Bpk

Hunt out Tools menu, insert new TMenuItem before 3rd item

Take advantage of unit initialisation & finalisation sections to set-up etc

Archaeopteryx supplied as more useful example

COM & Interfaces

COM

Binary spec that enables objects to be written in a language/vendor-independent manner

Allows one application to get such an object in defined way – class factories & GUIDs

Defines the allowable types that can be used in parameters and properties

Defines lifetime management

Interface

Describes what some anonymous object can do, but not how

Like the expert interface

You write an interface, then implement it in an object

Root interface is IUnknown, compare with TObject

AddRef & Release for reference counting, implicitly called

IUnknown is implemented in TInterfacedObject

TComObject adds in class factory support

COM Servers & COM Clients

Easiest way to make COM server is via the Wizard

Implicitly supports Automation

Automation is done through IDispatch

Early-bound, through IDispatch & Variant

Late bound through use of interface definition
















